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The educational rights of disabled children and adults are ensured by state and 
federal legislation. State provisions for the disabled may include diagnostic 
services, preschool activities, work study programs and academic programs at 
the secondary level. 
 
Equal educational opportunity is a fundamental right of the disabled. The 
Education for all Handicapped Children Act (PL 94-142) and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (PL 93-1112) help to affirm this right. These laws 
require that: 
(1) Disabled persons, regardless of the nature or severity of their handicap, must 
be provided a free and appropriate public education. This means equal access to 
preschool, elementary, secondary, postsecondary, adult and vocational 
education. If a school system fails to provide the required educational services 
for a disabled child, that system must pay for an appropriate education 
elsewhere. 
(2) Disabled students must be educated with non-disabled students to the 
maximum extent appropriate to their needs. 
(3) A school system cannot deny any education to a disabled child for lack of 
money to start special classes. Resources must be distributed evenly; the 
disabled cannot be denied while others are receiving educational services. 
(4) An individualized educational program must be devised to meet the needs of 
each disabled child. It must be developed by school officials, teachers, parents or 
guardians and, when appropriate, the child as well. 
(5) Educational agencies must identity and locate all unserved disabled children. 
Priority must be given to serving these children, with special emphasis placed 
upon the most severely disabled children who are not receiving an adequate 
education. 
(6) Evaluation procedures must be improved to ensure appropriate classification 
and education of disabled children. 

 
A number of federal programs described in this section can be used as resources 
to provide life skills and education for disabled individuals. 
 
Preschool and School Programs for the Disabled  
Services available under this program vary according to the requirements of the 
state plan and the priorities established by the local or intermediate educational 
agency. Services may include diagnostic programs, activities for preschool 
children, work-study programs and academic programs at the secondary level. 
 
Eligibility for preschool and school programs for the disabled extends to children 
who are mentally retarded, hearing-impaired or deaf, speech-impaired, visually 
disabled or blind, seriously emotionally disturbed, orthopedically impaired or who 
have other health impairments, specific learning disabilities, multiple handicaps 



or who require special education and related services. 
 
First priority children are those who are unserved by educational programs. 
Second priority children are those who are underserved. Of the second priority 
children, the most severely disabled must be served first. 
 
Programs for Severely Disabled Children  
Services provided to severely disabled children include: 
(1) Assessment and diagnosis of cognitive, affective and psychomotor aspects of 
children; 
(2) Prescription of an Individual Education Program (IEP) for each child and 
development of a plan for the delivery of appropriate services; 
(3) Education and/or training services based on the IEP that are designed to 
reduce or ameliorate the identified learning and/or developmental deficiencies; 
and 
(4) Comprehensive and related medical, physical, occupational and 
psychological therapy and social services. 
According to these guidelines, all services must be appropriate to age, level of 
development, family situation, environmental setting and handicapping condition. 
 
Services for the parents of disabled children include: 
(1) Planning in the provision of parent and family based activities; and 
(2) Consultation and understanding the deficiencies, potential and development 
processes of their severely disabled child. 
 
Eligibility for severely disabled programs extends to children and adolescents 
who, because of the intensity of their physical, mental or emotional problems, 
need education and social, psychological and medical services beyond those 
that are traditionally offered by regular and special education programs. 
Individuals interested in participating in a program for severely disabled children 
should contact their local board of education for the disabled concerning the 
availability of services in their area. 
 
Other Educational Services for Children 
Other educational services that can be accessed by severely disabled youths 
include adult education programs; career, community and consumer education 
programs; Head Start; physical education and recreation for the disabled; 
programs for educationally deprived children; recreation; deaf/blind centers; 
regional education projects for deaf/disabled persons and special services for 
disadvantaged students. 
 


