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The habilitation, rehabilitation and vocational training of severely disabled 
individuals may be funded by support programs such as the Developmental 
Disabilities- Basic Support Program and Developmental Disabilities- Special 
Projects.  These programs provide services such as technical assistance and 
training, physical and mental restoration activities, case management and child 
development; they may also include, but are not limited to, day care, special 
living arrangements, sheltered employment and other services.  
 
During the past few years, specific programs for the disabled have been replaced 
by larger generic service programs. An example of this trend is the Vocational 
Education-Basic Support Program, which serves the disabled as a part of its 
overall target population. The vocational rehabilitation programs, however, are 
examples of federally funded state programs that provide services exclusively to 
disabled persons. 
 
Developmental Disabilities-Basic Support 
 
The Developmental Disabilities-Basic Support Program is intended to promote 
the inclusion of developmentally disabled people in the generic service system 
through comprehensive assessment and analysis. Individual needs are 
assessed, current available services are evaluated and the service gaps are 
identified through an analysis of state plans and programs. 
 
Traditionally, the Developmental Disabilities Program has had a relatively low 
funding level for the following services: case management, child development, 
alternative community living arrangement and non-vocational social-
developmental services. States are allowed to choose one or two priority 
services. Examples of services that are funded under this program include the 
following: 
 
*State and local planning and administration of services and facilities;  
*Construction of facilities;  
*Day care involving creative, social, physical and learning activities for 
individuals;  
*Training;  
*Treatment to halt, control and reverse processes which cause, aggravate or 
complicate a disability; 
*Services that maintain health and well-being, including: food, shelter and 
clothing; 
*Special living arrangements for persons who need some degree of supervision; 
*A systematic appraisal of the physical, psychological, vocational, educational, 
economic, legal and environmental aspects of an individual's life; 
*The provision of psychological, social, medical and other diagnostic services 



necessary to verify the presence of a developmental disability; 
*Sheltered employment activities; 
*Counseling; and 
*Transportation to and from services. 
 
To be eligible for vocational rehabilitation services, a developmentally disabled 
person must have a severe chronic disability that is attributable to a mental or 
physical impairment or a combination of mental and physical impairments. The 
mental and/or physical impairment(s) should have been manifested before the 
person attains the age of 22, should likely continue indefinitely and should result 
in substantial functional limitations in three or more of the following areas: 
(1) Self-care; 
(2) Receptive and expressive language; 
(3) Learning; 
(4) Mobility; 
(5) Self-direction; 
(6) Capacity for independent living; and 
(7) Economic sufficiency. 
 
The qualifying impairments should reflect the person's need for a combination of 
special forms of interdisciplinary or generic care, treatment or other services that 
are of lifelong or extended duration and are individually planned and coordinated. 
 
Individuals may apply directly to service providers in their state. To find out what 
services are available to the developmentally disabled population in a particular 
state, the Developmental Disabilities State Planning Council or the state agency 
designated by the governor as responsible for the Developmental Disabilities 
Program should be contacted. 
 
Developmental Disabilities-Special Projects 
 
Developmental Disabilities-Special Projects is a program designed to expand 
and improve services offered to developmentally disabled people. The Projects 
provide technical assistance and information services, technical training and 
demonstration and consumer education. The vocational rehabilitation program 
provides services only to disabled persons. Many of the services provided by 
vocational rehabilitation can be provided to non-disabled persons by other 
generic programs (Title XX-Social Services). Vocational rehabilitation is a 
federal-state program designed specifically to help disabled persons reach their 
maximum vocational potential through vocational training, physical and mental 
restoration services and other support services such as transportation. 
 
Recent vocational rehabilitation programs have tended to emphasize the need to 
serve severely and profoundly disabled persons. The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
(Public Law 93-1112) and its subsequent amendments mandated that these 
individuals be treated as a priority group when determining the order of selection 



for vocational rehabilitation services. A variety of programs are funded including 
those dealing with parent counseling and information on service priorities (child 
development, case management, alternative community living arrangements and 
non-vocational, social development services).  
 
To receive assistance from Developmental Disabilities-Special Projects, 
individuals must meet the definition of a developmental disability, with some 
special qualifications detailed by the particular project. 
 


