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December 8, 2006 
 
 
NAME: Mackenzie Lynn  
 
AGE:  25 
 
DOB:  June 11, 1981 
 
DOA:  April 28, 2005 
 
 

ANTICIPATED LENGTH OF REHABILITATION PROGRAM: 
   

It is anticipated that Mackenzie will need to participate in an intensive 
rehabilitation program consisting of physical and occupational therapy and 
assistive technology training for a minimum of two years.  She will require 
some placement assistance to facilitate acquiring an avocational position, 
should she reach a point of independence that would allow her to do this type 
of activity.  Ongoing support care, prosthetic management and medical 
monitoring will be needed for life. 
 
 

VOCATIONAL HANDICAPS 
 
Mackenzie’s restrictions and/or limitations are consistent with bilateral 
above-knee amputations, left above-elbow amputation, and right below-elbow 
amputation.  They are as follows: 
 
• Loss of tactile sensation 
• Reaching 
• Lifting 
• Bimanual upper extremity functioning 
• Prehensile action and grip strength – bilateral 
• Fine motor skills 
• Standing 
• Walking 
• Bending and twisting 
• Kneeling, stooping and squatting 
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• Climbing 
• Headaches 
• Phantom pain 
• Inability to drive 
• Insomnia 
• Reduced physical stamina 
• Inability to tolerate hot, wet and humid environments 
• Inability to tolerate stressful environments. 
 
 

IMPACT ON PLACEMENT 
 
Severe.  Mackenzie’s vocational handicaps will have a severe impact on her 
ability to be placed in the labor market.  A return to the competitive labor 
market is unlikely.  As she progresses through the rehabilitation process, she 
should strive to reach a point at which she can participate in avocational 
activity for their therapeutic value. 
 
 

IMPACT ON RANGE OF JOB ALTERNATIVES 
 
Severe.  Any avocational activity will have to be sedentary with the 
availability of adaptive technology to help facilitate her participation. 
 
 

REHABILITATION PLAN 
 
See Life Care Plan. 
 
 

VOCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS 
PRE-ONSET 

 
Direct placement in the labor market without receiving additional formal 
education. 
 
 

VOCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS 
POST-ONSET 

 
A return to the competitive labor market is not anticipated.  Placement 
assistance will be needed should she reach a point at which she can 
participate in avocational activity. 
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PRE-ACCIDENT VOCATIONAL ALTERNATIVES 
BY OPTION 

 
Mackenzie’s work history consists of employment with Bennigan's restaurant 
as a hostess for 2-1/2 years.  In those 2-1/2 years, she was employed at 
restaurants in Jacksonville, Florida and Orlando, Florida.  She worked full-
time and earned $7 per hour plus tips.  She estimates that she averaged $400 
every two weeks in salary. 
 
At the time of injury, Mackenzie and Levi were in the process of purchasing a 
Dog Day Care and Grooming business.  Mackenzie was working at Doggie 
Clips, in Orlando, Florida for no salary, in order to learn the business.  The 
plan was for her to take over the business once the baby was born.  No 
potential income information has been furnished regarding this business 
venture.  The purchase of the business was not completed due to the onset of 
Mackenzie’s severe disability. 
 
In order to estimate her earning potential if she had been able to purchase 
the dog daycare and grooming business, the following wage information has 
been outlined: 
          May 2005 
          Median 
          Hourly 
Veterinary Assistant and Laboratory Animal Caretakers  $  9.25 
Nonfarm Animal Caretakers      $10.18 
Animal Trainers        $12.11 
      Average   $10.51 
 
Source:  U. S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.  Occupational 
Employment Statistics.  May 2005 Metropolitan Area Occupational 
Employment and Wage Estimates, Orlando-Kissimmee, Florida.  
www.bls.gov. 
 
          May 2004 
          Median 
          Hourly 
Animal Care and Service Workers: 
Other professional, scientific and technical services   $7.86 
Other miscellaneous store retailers     $7.95 
Other personal services       $8.47 
      Average   $8.09 
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Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational 
Outlook Handbook, 2006-07 Edition, Animal Care and Service Workers, on 
the Internet at www.bls.gov/oco/ocos168.htm. 
 
Based on the wage data for similar occupations, Mackenzie’s earning 
potential had she been able to proceed with the intended business venture, is 
estimated to have been between $16,827 to $21,861 annually. 
 
 
 
 

POST-ACCIDENT VOCATIONAL ALTERNATIVES 
BY OPTION 

 
At this time Mackenzie is unable to return to the labor market in any 
capacity.  Research indicates that she will require a minimum of two years to 
participate in an intensive therapy program to learn to use her prostheses 
and adaptive equipment in order to become more independent.  It is a very 
difficult challenge for persons with multiple amputations to become proficient 
in the use of four prostheses.  Mackenzie is currently focused on learning to 
use her lower limb prostheses.  Her upper extremity prostheses no longer fit, 
and there currently is no funding for new prosthetics.  It is imperative that 
she is provided with upper extremity prostheses as soon as possible, because 
all research indicates that to adapt to the use of upper extremity prostheses, 
the amputee needs to begin as soon after amputation as possible.  The fact 
remains that it is more likely than not, that Mackenzie will never reach the 
level of independence needed to return to the labor market. 
 
Research on the rehabilitation and return to work of persons with multiple 
amputations reveals the following:  “A return to productive employment 
should be one of the goals of rehabilitation.  While some amputees will be keen 
to return to their pre-injury work, other amputees will be unable to do so or it 
may be unavailable.  The multiple limb amputee is very unlikely to return to 
manual work in a factory.  They will not have the physical capacity to perform 
this type of work.  The vocational outcome of the multiple limb amputee is as 
dependent on the personality of the patient, his or her own social situation, as 
the severity of the amputations.  Successful employment outcomes are 
negatively associated with multiple limb amputations, significant pain 
problems and increasing age at amputation.  Prosthetic use, distal level of 
amputation and availability of vocational services were identified as being 
positively associated with a return to work by Millstein et al.  Men are also 
significantly more likely to return to work than women.  Roeschlein et al 
related successful prosthetic rehabilitation to a return to employment, less 
than two complicating factors, completion of secondary education and 
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employment at the time of amputation.  A rapid return to work and early 
acceptance of the amputation enhanced the prospects of long-term 
employment.  Multiple limb amputees without higher education prior to their 
injury, may well need vocational retraining to enable them to re-enter the 
workforce.”*  
 
Mackenzie’s primary work history has been in the food service industry, 
which is no longer a viable option for her based on her physical limitations.  
She has a high school education from El Salvador, limiting her ability to 
pursue a higher education.  However, work in and of itself is very 
therapeutic.  I feel that she should strive to reach a point at which she can 
participate in avocational work-like activity.  Participation in avocational 
activities will help to occupy her time, provide her with access to 
socialization, and keep her from having too much time on her hands to focus 
on disability. 
 
The Life Care Plan outlines her rehabilitation needs, which first and 
foremost, include the provision of prosthetics for all four extremities and the 
proper therapy needed to learn to use them.  Additionally, she will require 
assistive technology and training with this technology to allow her more 
access to her environment and the ability to learn to be more independent.  
With provision of prosthetics, adaptive equipment and the therapy to learn to 
make full use of theses, Mackenzie could reach a point of being ready to 
participate in avocational activity for its therapeutic value.  If she reaches 
this point, she will need placement assistance to facilitate acquiring an 
avocational position.  She has a great love for animals, and dreamed of 
working with them as her vocation.  It is possible that she could volunteer at 
an animal shelter, veterinarian’s office or with a pet rescue group helping 
find placement for animals in need.  This would not be exactly what she had 
dreamed of doing, but it would provide her with access to working in and 
around animals.   
 
It is not within reasonable rehabilitation probability that Mackenzie will 
reach a point at which she can return to the competitive labor market.  
Avocational activity is typically done on a volunteer basis, and no wages are 
paid.  Therefore, even with participation in avocational work-like activity, 
Mackenzie will have a total loss of earning capacity. 
 
*Source:  Davidson, J.H.; Jones, L.E.; Cornet, J. and Cittarelli, T.  
Rehabilitation In Practice Management of the multiple limb amputee.  
Disability And Rehabilitation, 2002; Vol. 24, No. 13, 688-699.  (Disability and 
Rehabilitation ISSN 0963-8288 print / ISSN 1464-5165 online © 2002 Taylor 
& Francis Ltd.  http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals) 
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