
  Vocational Implications 1 

Vocational Implications  
Written by: Hugh J. Panton, C.P.O.  
 
In light of the fact that approximately two-thirds of all amputees are between the 
ages of 16 and 65, vocational rehabilitation is frequently seen as a necessary 
part of the health-care plan. 
 
In the majority of upper and lower extremity amputations, potential for vocational 
rehabilitation is good. The extent of vocational handicaps that develop is directly 
related to the amount of retained joint function and the length of the stump. 
Generally more vocational handicaps result from the amputation of an upper 
extremity (particularly if the dominant upper extremity is involved) than from the 
amputation of a lower extremity. However, this is a matter of degree: no attempt 
is being made to compare a major lower extremity amputation to the amputation 
of a single digit in the upper extremity. 
 
To some degree the rehabilitation implications (particularly vocational handicaps) 
associated with each level of amputation appear rather obvious but at the same 
time, closer examination of the individual case often reveals limitations and 
complications that the passive observer may not consider. The rehabilitation 
counselor can provide valuable insight and assistance in the actual development 
of a rehabilitation plan for this type of injury and also an excellent source of 
information for jury education in the case of a litigated traumatic incident.  
 
Vocational handicaps also depend on a broad range of variables including the 
client's age, education, work history, vocational skills, transferable skills, 
interests, aptitudes, and level of dysfunction. The rehabilitation professional can 
provide invaluable assistance in assessing the potential for diminution of earning 
capacity and the development of data regarding appropriate prosthetics, 
prosthetic experts to consult, potential for a return of function based on type of 
prosthetics utilized, and, in more severe cases, long-term care and services 
which might be necessary. The counselor can provide help for all parties 
concerned, including the attorney, members of the family, and the client, by 
fostering a better understanding of psychosocial factors, including problems in 
adaptation to disability. 
 
As a final note, it is important to recognize that children can present unique 
problems not found in the adult population. Not only is prosthetic maintenance 
particularly important as the child grows, but actual growth abnormalities in the 
amputated stump may develop.  For this reason frequent medical evaluations 
should be maintained.  
 


