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Air conduction- The process by which sound is conducted to the inner ear 
(cochlea) via the air medium. 
 
Ambient noise level- The audible alterations in air pressure caused by the 
present noise of the environment. 
 
Amplitude- Air pressure increase at a given point during the occurrence of 
sound. 
 
Auditory evoked potential- An acoustically stimulated electrical charge, 
recorded from a specific part of the brain with electroencephalic audiometry 
(EEA). 
 
Auditory feedback- Return of one's speech auditorily (both via air and bone 
conduction). To hear oneself talking. Because the distance between the ear and 
mouth stays fairly constant, varying little with growth and age, one hears one's 
own speech as being more highly resonant (sonorous) than it actually is. 
 
Auditory figure-ground discrimination- The ability to shift attention between 
two sources of auditory stimuli, the primary stimulus becoming the figure and the 
secondary stimulus becoming the ground. 
 
Auditory pathways- The major synaptic junctions of the VII cranial nerve 
located in the medulla and pons areas of the brain stem. They are (in ascending 
order) the: 

 
1. Ventral and dorsal cochlear nuclei (medulla) 
2. Superior olivary complex (medulla) 
3. Inferior colliculi (pons) 
4. Medial geniculate bodies (hindbrain) 

 
Bone conduction- The process by which sound is conducted to the nerve of 
hearing through the cranial bones. 
 
Decibel (dB)- A useful measurement for comparing the loudness of two sounds. 
The decibel is the logarithm of a ratio of two values of power; equal changes in 
dB represent equal ratios. 
 
End organ- The end organ of hearing is the organ of Corti within the cochlea, 
where sound stimuli are transduced into electrochemical impulses 
to be interpreted and acted upon by the brain. 
 
Narrow-band masking noise- A masking noise having most of its energy within 
a narrow, definable band, usually at one-half octave above and one-half octave 
below a given frequency. 
 
Phonetically balanced word list (PB)- Lists of fifty monosyllabic words 
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scientifically chosen so that each list contains samples of speech sounds in the 
same proportion with which they occur in English speech. 
 
Psycholinguistic approach- A field of study that combines behavioral 
psychology with linguistics. The approach is based on the principles that (1) 
behavioral psychology can provide teaching methods that facilitate language 
learning, and (2) a sound linguistic basis can provide the systematic analysis and 
description to guide the content and order or presentation of the linguistic 
elements to be taught. 
 
Reverberation time- The time in seconds for the sound level in a room to drop 
60 dB (or to one-millionth of its previous intensity). 
 
Sound field- A defined region containing sound waves transmitted through loud 
speakers rather than earphones. 
 
Temporal lobe- The area of the cortex primarily responsible for auditory 
functions. It is located below the fissure of Sylvius and is continuous posteriorly 
with the occipital lobe.   
with the occipital lobe.   
 


